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Girish Karnad’s Tale-Danda:; A spyq,
of Caste-Consciousness

*Dr. Ranjees Singp

Abstract

Girish Karnad's play T ale-Danda draws on tl}f year 1268 iy

. wan which marks the ascendance of Basavanna. e got together
Kalvan ‘-|k ble group of poels, reformers and philosophers why
u,;-t.’r’y(;;llu‘: ;n g,-ntrepid era of enquiry and social modification
i:::":alleé' in the history of Karnataka. These reform:ers led the
Bhakti movement called Virasaivism. The mover'nent castfgatfzs caste
prejudices; and therefore, defies the suppression, dommatzgn and
control imposed by it. The movement with its alternative points of
view threatens to dismantle the entrenched hierarchy. It attracts the
wrath of the upper caste. As a result, the adherents of the movement
undergo harrowing experience with their houses burnt down and
people massacred. Virasaivism, thus, enables its adherents to
emancipate themselves from the “fetters of acculturations, even the
bond of reverence for those things they once found most
praiseworthy...flee whatever has been one’s previous spiritual

world” and leads “to a reconsideration of matters that previously
had been taken for granted” (Magnus 31).

It is. inrgzzdwgrgjit‘;ile Danda’, denote the death by beheading.
iterally beheads th © caption for the play in which the power
hierarchal caste nOOSC who da.r © to cross the thresholds of the
between the two cc:rrlnﬂs'l The friction and the dialogic interplay
the Virasaivism, the iégtmg powers, the Vernic institution and

MC and the iconoclastic, and the gory

consequences that
. €nsue, fo

Which the plot of the play dei?lothe fulerum around and acros:
ps.

their occynac: of K
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